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KEHS now also has a 
Science Specialism! 

April 2009 was a historic date 
for the School as we obtained 
a second specialism in Science 
to complement the existing 
Performing Arts specialism.

What will this mean? It is a 
fantastic opportunity for us to 

develop new techniques and introduce 
new technologies in teaching and learning 

initially in Science lessons and then to �lter the 
ones that work through to other departments. Our �rst 
project is a class suite of netbook computers that the 
girls can use to access on-line materials and the VLE from 
within a normal classroom rather than having to move to 
a computer room.

Notable highlights of the year have included being 
awarded a free telescope as part of Astronomy year, 
your daughter may end up using it on a residential trip 
or if the skies are clear after school when there are other 
evening activities taking place. Miss Bell�s Chemistry Quiz 
team reached the semi �nals and were rewarded with a 
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National Space Centre Trip
The Year 12 physicists are renowned for being able to �nd 
an excuse for a class feast, so when we were told we would be 
going to the National Space Centre to help us prepare for our A2 
course, we instantly made plans for a �bring a dish� picnic. 
However, food was the last thing on our minds whilst lying in the 
360° digital planetarium. In fact, it was di�cult to think of anything 
other than the planets and stars circling above our heads as part of 
cosmic space show,  �We Are Scientists�, narrated by the familiar voice 
of David Tennant.  Never to be seen to be relaxing for too long, we 
were soon up and about again, trying our hand at the interactive 
exhibitions: space telephones, water powered rocket launches and a 
3-D space mission simulator were all on the agenda. There was time 
for an attempt at using a green screen to do a weather report before 
piling back onto the minibus and heading back to school, with our 
stomachs full and our lunch boxes empty.

Isoble Ca�erty UVI.6

From Miss Insch

Dear Reader
Welcome to the Autumn issue of 

Spotlight. I do hope you enjoy reading 
about the many school activities and 
successes of our students.

What makes an outstanding school 
like King Edward’s Handsworth? Well, of 
course, the exam successes, the product of 
hard work by teachers, pupils and parents 
are very important. But I think other 
things are just as significant – the trips, 
whether at home or abroad, the clubs, 
performing arts and sport activities in 
the lunch hour and after school and the 
care we all have for one another.

With best wishes

Elspeth V Insch

Headmistress

trip to see �Brainiac Live!� at the NEC. The year 12 Physicists went to 
Birmingham University to watch the LHC being turned on. In March 
Dr Perrins presented an hour of chemistry whizzes and bangs to 
celebrate Science week. Under the guidance of Miss Patel several 
year 9 Biologists entered the Institute of Biology challenge and 
gained bronze and silver certi�cates. Year 9 girls completed the year 
with a day of CSI:KEHS, white suits were donned and �ngerprints 
taken to name their suspect; many thanks to the Performing Arts 
specialism for their help in arranging this successful day.

On the 15 July the year 12 Physics group also presented an 
excellent assembly to commemorate 40 years since the launch of 
Apollo 11, the �rst manned moon landing. Video clips were shown of 
sta� being interviewed about their recollection (or otherwise) of the 
event. Amina Aziz, Sannah Khan and Rasveer Bansi from year 9 were 
also presented with prizes for their artwork which is being used as 
inspiration for the new Science Block doorway. 
We look forward to seeing you at one of the many science events that 
we will be organising for parents and pupils later in the year.

Mr Trotter and the rest of the Science team.
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A cold snowy Sunday afternoon in February saw Miss 
Middlehurst and myself watching our school team take 
part in their �rst major competition. The team consisted 

of Devany Werrin, Emma Calvert, Naima Chilwan, Rebecca Chim, 
Sally Sam, Georgina Silverton and Jaswin Dhillon.

The team have now been shooting together for eighteen months 
under their coach Mr Derek Kelly, so we entered the competition 
not expecting to win anything. We were up against vastly more 
experienced archers, including county representatives, but we 
thought that the experience would do them good. Much to our 
delight we went on to win six medals, Devaney taking gold in both 
the Warwickshire Association and the West Midlands under 18 
competition with Naima taking silver in both events. Rebecca took 
the gold in the under 16 Warwickshire Association, with Sally taking 
the silver. Devaney, Naima, Rebecca and Jaswin all set personal best 
scores.

Following their performance, the head coach for Warwickshire has 
requested that out girls attend the county trials and we have been 
invited to participate in a competition at Leamington Spa, which is 
county wide competition shot over three di�erent distances.

I am Certain the Miss Middlehurst and Mr Kelly would like to 
join me in saying thank you for a great afternoon and once again 
congratulations to the team on the result.

Mr Allmark

ARCHERY

During this academic year we have taken 
the opportunity to row in school and for 
competitions. Rowing is great fun; we just got 

onto the seat and pulled the handlebar. Learning is really 
easy and once you get started you don�t notice the time 
gone by. You can talk with your mates or listen to your 
iPods while you are rowing. Rowing also improves your 
health. It improves your stamina and strength; it also 
tones your body. This comes in good use during our P.E. 
lessons as it has helped us improve overall in the subject. 

Competitions are also great fun as you can compete with other 
schools and meet new people. We entered a competitions and one 
of us even came 3rd out of 22 people! Rowing has also improved 
our concentration and con�dence in ourselves, we have learnt to 
focus more and push ourselves to the limit. This is helpful in life and 
all subject areas. Therefore we would highly recommend going to 
rowing club. Or why don�t you book out a rower with your friends 
one lunchtime to see if rowing is the sport of 2009 for you! 

Shannon Deol, Devyani Bhatt, Anoop Saggu, Ravneet Thind
and Harpreet Bhamra. 9J
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We were given the opportunity to take part in a day of 
cheerleading activities where we would learn not only to 
cheerlead, but also how to lead cheerleading activities 

for other people in our community. This provided us with the tools 
we need to inspire young people everywhere. Most people don�t 
automatically think of cheerleading as a �proper� sport, but during 
our day we discovered the true nature of cheerleading. Cheerleading 
is a sport which boosts self con�dence and makes you feel better 
about yourself. It boosted our self-esteem and through leading we 
will have the opportunity to increase the con�dence and optimism 
of other young people. We had lots of fun through learning 
chants, routines and drills, and experienced the positive outlook of 
cheerleaders everywhere. As cheerleading leaders we now have the 
necessary skills to spread our new-found love for cheerleading and 
hopefully inspire more children to take part in physical activity and 
provide them with the opportunity to try new and upcoming sports 
like cheerleading. 

Clare Moylan and Charlotte Cane Year 12

CHEERLEADING
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On 31st January this year, some 40 Lower VIth 
English students visited London for the day, along 
with Mr Pomeroy, Miss Brown and Miss Thane.  As 

soon as we arrived, we looked round the Globe Theatre, 
which was really interesting as it was great to see where 
Shakespeare�s plays were originally performed. However, it 
was a little bit chilly but this meant we got a feel for the 
conditions that the Elizabethan actors would have had to 
perform in.  
After visiting the Globe, we walked past St Paul�s to Covent 
Garden, where we spent some free time watching the 
street performers entertain the masses. We also ate in 
Covent Garden, which looked beautiful as the streets lit up 
and it began to get dark.

 As we wrote our AS level coursework on Shakespeare�s 
King Lear, we really bene�ted from seeing a performance of this 
play at the Young Vic. King Lear was played by the outstanding Pete 
Postlethwaite OBE, and his performance was remarkable to say 
the least.  The play was originally written between 1603 and 1606. 
However, the version performed at the Young Vic was adapted to be 
more modern. The language used was still Shakespeare�s, though 
the style of setting and costumes were much more up-to-date. This 
made the play more engaging for us as we found the time period 
much more relatable. 

The best scene in the play, we felt, was the gauging out of 
Gloucester�s eyes. This scene was particularly disturbing, but e�ective 
because it was so graphic and had a real impact on us as an audience. 
Overall, this trip was very worthwhile as it is always bene�cial to see 
a performance of a play you are studying, as you can see how others 
may interpret the works of Shakespeare. Never again will we be able 
to look at �vile jelly� in the same way without  remembering the shock 
on Jenny Halton�s face as she was splattered with �blood� from poor 
Gloucester�s eyes! In spite of (or perhaps because of ) this, a good day 
was had by all.

Amy Simmons and Isabelle Barker L6.8

KING LEAR TRIP
Lear-ing in London
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S On the 27th March, Miss Emmrich took Nuha Ansar, 
Elle Mclean, Cheryl Hiew and Susan Many to 
Myton School in Warwick to represent our school 

in the Maths Team Challenge all day. When we arrived, we 
were very nervous at what lay ahead, however as the day 
progressed we felt more at ease and positive. Most people 
would say that missing a day of school for maths wouldn�t 
be very satisfying nevertheless, the day turned out to 
be enjoyable and fun. There were 4 parts to the maths 
challenge and each required us to work cooperatively as 
a team. It was nothing at all like what we had expected. 
Everyone was working to the best of their ability, but it 
was a relaxed atmosphere. There was no pressure like in 

an exam. However, we found that some were more competitive than 
others (mainly boys� schools). 

Overall we came 11th out of 22 schools. We are happy with this 
and hope that in the future, others who represent our school in this 
event will be able to improve our position. 

Elle Mclean 8A

Throughout the year the UKMT Maths Challenge have taken 
place, divided into Senior, Intermediate and Junior Challenges. 
In total 302 girls were awarded a certi�cate. A special 

mentioning must go to Elizabeth Courtney in year 9 who quali�ed 
for the next round called �Grey Kangaroo� and to years 7 and 8. In 
these two year groups 56% of all students received a certi�cate. 

Mrs Emmrich
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