
KEHS now also has a 
Science Specialism! 

April 2009 was a historic date 
for the School as we obtained 
a second specialism in Science 
to complement the existing 
Performing Arts specialism.

What will this mean? It is a 
fantastic opportunity for us to 

develop new techniques and introduce 
new technologies in teaching and learning 

initially in Science lessons and then to �lter the 
ones that work through to other departments. Our �rst 
project is a class suite of netbook computers that the 
girls can use to access on-line materials and the VLE from 
within a normal classroom rather than having to move to 
a computer room.

Notable highlights of the year have included being 
awarded a free telescope as part of Astronomy year, your 
daughter may end up using it on a residential trip or if the 
skies are clear after school when there are other evening 
activities taking place. Miss Bell�s Chemistry Quiz team 
reached the semi �nals and were rewarded with a trip 
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National Space Centre Trip
The Year 12 physicists are renowned for being able to �nd an 

excuse for a class feast, so when we were told we would be going 
to the National Space Centre to help us prepare for our A2 course, 
we instantly made plans for a �bring a dish� picnic. 

However, food was the last thing on our minds whilst lying in the 
360° digital planetarium. In fact, it was di�cult to think of anything 
other than the planets and stars circling above our heads as part of 
cosmic space show,  �We Are Scientists�, narrated by the familiar voice 
of David Tennant.  Never to be seen to be relaxing for too long, we 
were soon up and about again, trying our hand at the interactive 
exhibitions: space telephones, water powered rocket launches and a 
3-D space mission simulator were all on the agenda. There was time 
for an attempt at using a green screen to do a weather report before 
piling back onto the minibus and heading back to school, with our 
stomachs full and our lunch boxes empty.

Isoble Ca�erty UVI.6

From Miss Insch

Dear Reader
Welcome to the Autumn issue of 

Spotlight. I do hope you enjoy reading 
about the many school activities and 
successes of our students.

What makes an outstanding school 
like King Edward’s Handsworth? Well, of 
course, the exam successes, the product of 
hard work by teachers, pupils and parents 
are very important. But I think other 
things are just as significant – the trips, 
whether at home or abroad, the clubs, 
performing arts and sport activities in 
the lunch hour and after school and the 
care we all have for one another.

With best wishes

Elspeth V Insch

Headmistress

to see �Brainiac Live!� at the NEC. The year 12 Physicists went to 
Birmingham University to watch the LHC being turned on. In March 
Dr Perrins presented an hour of chemistry whizzes and bangs to 
celebrate Science week. Under the guidance of Miss Patel several 
year 9 Biologists entered the Institute of Biology challenge and 
gained bronze and silver certi�cates. Year 9 girls completed the year 
with a day of CSI:KEHS, white suits were donned and �ngerprints 
taken to name their suspect; many thanks to the Performing Arts 
specialism for their help in arranging this successful day.

On the 15 July the year 12 Physics group also presented an 
excellent assembly to commemorate 40 years since the launch of 
Apollo 11, the �rst manned moon landing. Video clips were shown of 
sta� being interviewed about their recollection (or otherwise) of the 
event. Amina Aziz, Sannah Khan and Rasveer Bansi from year 9 were 
also presented with prizes for their artwork which is being used as 
inspiration for the new Science Block doorway. 

We look forward to seeing you at one of the many science events 
that we will be organising for parents and pupils later in the year.

Mr Trotter and the rest of the Science team.
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Chemistry Lectures

The Chemistry department invited AS and A2 Level students to attend 
a series of informative and interesting lectures at the University of 
Birmingham during the winter term. The �rst lecture in October was 

entitled �Forensic Science�;  due to the popularity of the CSI programmes, 
demand for tickets was very high. Mr Adrian Downey (Forensic Science Services) 
led us through a series of true-life crime scenes from Birmingham and showed the 
techniques used to investigate evidence, which led to successful prosecutions in court. 
This included �ngerprinting, determining blood splatter patterns and analysing the 
chemical composition of various substances. Some of the techniques used are studied 
at A Level and it was excellent to see applications in �real life�. Photographs of crime 
scenes were included, which students found particularly fascinating. Our girls thought 
the lecture was excellent and would recommend students to attend next year. 

In November, Year 12 girls attended a revision lecture, focusing on �Moles 
and Calculations�. This can be a demanding topic and the AQA Principal 
Examiner of Unit 1 was able to give our students excellent advice about 
how to tackle examination questions. Students said that they felt 

con�dent in recognising and avoiding the pitfalls when dealing with complex 
calculations. Hopefully this has motivated them to revise for the January 
examinations with determination! The PowerPoint presentation is available on the 
School of Chemistry, University of Birmingham website.

�Chemical Magic� got our students in the mood for Xmas. Dr Ray Plevey and Mrs 
Rosemary Plevey entertained the audience with a range of unusual demonstrations. 
Their experiments included using water to create �re, the perils of placing �ngers in liquid 
nitrogen and turning water into (undrinkable) wine! Their show was �lled with humour, 
audience participation and strange odours. Students delighted in observing their 
antics and thinking about the chemistry behind each spectacle.

The lecture series will end in May with a talk aimed at A2 Level students, which 
will cover revision material for the Unit 5 examination.

Miss Gosall

Large Hadron 
Collider Physics Day 

at Birmingham University

On the bright, cheery morning of the 10th 
September 2008, a bunch of bright, cheery 
AS physics students turned up at Birmingham 

University�s Physics Department, eager to learn and raring 
to go into the world of Particle Physics. This was a pleasant 
surprise to the start of our term, organised by Mr Trotter 
on his 3rd day at the school as Head of Physics. We were 
given the opportunity to delve deeper into particle physics 

as we learned more about the most powerful particle accelerator 
in the world, CERN�s (The European Organization for Nuclear 
Research�s) Large Hadron Collider, which was 
turned on that very morning. We were 
then invited to attend a live broadcast 
link-up with some of the university�s 
team of scientists at CERN�s 
base in Geneva. After a warm 
welcome from Geneva, the team 
explained their involvement in 
the project, and we could see the 
rising levels of excitement as a 
beam was �red around the LHC for 
the �rst time in history!

Towards the end of our excitement-
�lled day, A-level students from schools 

across the region were given the opportunity to ask questions 
through the live broadcast link-up to the university�s team of CERN 
scientists in Geneva. I was one of a fortunate few who were able to 
pose our own questions to the scientists at the very heart of the 
project and thus understand more about the experiment. I took 
this chance to ask the scientists about possible theories of the 
future of the Universe by using the concept of the neutrino - highly 
important in Particle Physics. After discussion about the possibility 
of future discoveries from the experiment, we were all left inspired, 
if not amazed by how much we could actually progress in the realm 
of Particle Physics. The Large Hadron Collider is at the very cutting 
edge of Particle Physics research and we really were fortunate to be 
able to witness the switching on of it �rst-hand. 

Having observed the enthusiasm and excitement of our 
Handsworth students, the Birmingham Post was 

keen to interview us and get in on some of 
the action! Thanks must go to Mr Trotter 

and Mr North who accompanied 
us on this trip and were a great 

support throughout. We felt very 
privileged to have been given 
such an outstanding opportunity 
to broaden our knowledge of 

Physics in the world we live in, 
and are grateful to those who 

made it happen.
	

Kamini Manivasagam LVI 11
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Fry Cup
My �rst experience of the Fry cup

On Tuesday 7th June, King Edwards Handsworth 
competed in the Fry cup. The Fry cup is a doubles 
tennis tournament between the �ve main King 

Edwards, this year the tournament was hosted at Camp 
Hill girls. Firstly we left school just after 8:45 am with Miss 
Middlehurst and Miss Jackson. When we �nally arrived at 
our destination, all the King Edward schools assembled at 
camp hill�s dining hall to have breakfast. We were going to 

play six matches altogether.
 We played our �rst three matches before having lunch which 

consisted of pasta, cheese and potatoes pie and jacket potatoes. 
Following on, we then played our next three games. Once all of the 
teams �nished playing everyone gathered at the sports hall where 
the results were announced. The results were: -

1st � King Edward High school
2nd � King Edward Handsworth
3rd � King Edward Five ways 
4th � King Edward Camp hill
I was quite pleased with the schools result, as this was my �rst 

time in this particular competition. At �rst I wasn�t sure what to 
expect. I found that it was a great and enjoyable experience. The 
schools supported everyone and this is an experience I will never 
forget.

Leah Chohan 7W
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Rowing Regatta

Regatta at Edgbaston Reservoir

For the past few weeks 10 of us had been going to Edgbaston 
Reservoir to learn the parts of the boats and the parts of 
the oars but most importantly hot to skull (another type of 

rowing).  All of these girls had learnt a lot of things from the lessons 
which could help them in the future. Everyone had a great time! 

On Tuesday 30th June, at approximately 9:00am nine of us (yr 7, 
8, and 12) loaded into the school mini bus. Today was the day that 
we would compete in the Birmingham schools rowing regatta at 
Edgbaston reservoir. All of us had worked very hard in the lessons 
to get this far.  Many of us had been very excited to be competing 
against other schools but some of us were very nervous but this was 
only because we didn�t know who we were competing against and 
because we were anxious about the regatta.

We arrived at Edgbaston, where many school arrived, more boats 
went out onto the water also we weren�t known as our names but 
instead as numbers!!

As the races came and went we got more anxious thinking about 
who was going to go next. We got into the boats one by one.

When we went out onto the water it was scary because we 
thought we might fall in, we were still scared even though we had 
many lessons before.  The races were (I think) straight forward. We 
had to complete a time trial and race against each other. After that it 
was lunch time. 

After lunch the two winners from each category were announced 
and the two winners were to compete in the �nals.  When the �nals 
were begun everyone was cheering for each other.

 The winner was the �rst person to come back to where they 
started. The award was a blade signed by two legendary rowers. The 
winner of the time trial was Eloise England and Gunjan Sain who are 
both in 7W (Eloise came 1st and Gunjan came 2nd). Congratulations 
to both of them!

After the medals and awards were given out we made our way to 
the minibus and went back to school.

We hope to attend the regatta again!

Jhulekha Ullah & Nakiya Karim 7W  
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A cold snowy Sunday afternoon in February saw Miss 
Middlehurst and myself watching our school team take 
part in their �rst major competition. The team consisted 

of Devany Werrin, Emma Calvert, Naima Chilwan, Rebecca Chim, 
Sally Sam, Georgina Silverton and Jaswin Dhillon.

The team have now been shooting together for eighteen months 
under their coach Mr Derek Kelly, so we entered the competition 
not expecting to win anything. We were up against vastly more 
experienced archers, including county representatives, but we 
thought that the experience would do them good. Much to our 
delight we went on to win six medals, Devaney taking gold in both 
the Warwickshire Association and the West Midlands under 18 
competition with Naima taking silver in both events. Rebecca took 
the gold in the under 16 Warwickshire Association, with Sally taking 
the silver. Devaney, Naima, Rebecca and Jaswin all set personal best 
scores.

Following their performance, the head coach for Warwickshire 
has requested that out girls attend the county trials and we 
have been invited to participate in a competition at Leamington 
Spa, which is county wide competition shot over three di�erent 
distances.

I am Certain the Miss Middlehurst and Mr Kelly would like to 
join me in saying thank you for a great afternoon and once again 
congratulations to the team on the result.

Mr Allmark

Archery

During this academic year we have taken the opportunity to 
row in school and for competitions. Rowing is great fun; we 
just got onto the seat and pulled the handlebar. Learning is 

really easy and once you get started you don�t notice the time gone 
by. You can talk with your mates or listen to your iPods while you are 
rowing. Rowing also improves your health. It improves your stamina 
and strength; it also tones your body. This comes in good use during 
our P.E. lessons as it has helped us improve overall in the subject. 
Competitions are also great fun as you can compete with other 
schools and meet new people. We entered a competitions and one 
of us even came 3rd out of 22 people! Rowing has also improved 
our concentration and con�dence in ourselves, we have learnt to 
focus more and push ourselves to the limit. This is helpful in life and 
all subject areas. Therefore we would highly recommend going to 
rowing club. Or why don�t you book out a rower with your friends 
one lunchtime to see if rowing is the sport of 2009 for you! 

Shannon Deol, Devyani Bhatt, Anoop Saggu, Ravneet Thind
and Harpreet Bhamra. 9J

Rowing

We were given the opportunity to take part in a day of 
cheerleading activities where we would learn not only to 
cheerlead, but also how to lead cheerleading activities 

for other people in our community. This provided us with the 
tools we need to inspire young people everywhere. Most people 
don�t automatically think of cheerleading as a �proper� sport, but 
during our day we discovered the true nature of cheerleading. 
Cheerleading is a sport which boosts self con�dence and makes you 
feel better about yourself. It boosted our self-esteem and through 
leading we will have the opportunity to increase the con�dence 
and optimism of other young people. We had lots of fun through 
learning chants, routines and drills, and experienced the positive 
outlook of cheerleaders everywhere. As cheerleading leaders we 
now have the necessary skills to spread our new-found love for 
cheerleading and hopefully inspire more children to take part in 
physical activity and provide them with the opportunity to try new 
and upcoming sports like cheerleading. 

Clare Moylan and Charlotte Cane Year 12

Cheerleading










































