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Dear Reader

| do hope you enjoyed reading the last newsletter. | am very grateful to my
colleagues for their contributions, not only to the letter, but also, of course, to
the aspects of school |l ife which have
own time are given up in order to make school life more interesting and
enjoyable for our girls.

As you know | have decided to retire at the end of this year and | am delighted
to announce that Mrs Wager, Deputy Head, has been appointed to succeed me
at the beginning of the next academic year in September. She will be able to
take the school forward into its second century and lead its next exciting phase
of development.

With best wishes for the New Year.

Elspeth V Insch

Dr Elspeth V Insch OBE

Headmistress



Department News

Science

The KS3 science club and KS4/5 STEM club have continued to be well attended, but
always open to new membefsWednesday lunchtimes in the Physics labs 12.45 . In the Spring tg
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The STEM club will be continuing with the Toyota Challenge and moving on to some astronomy and

programming. The Science club will continue with a varied selection of science related ta
problems and competitions.
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Il n December, year 9 saw the 0Y touringd theatr

and ethical choices about what you do with your genetic information. The production centred arg
the ex |l ead singer of o0Xray spex6 and her b
and encouraged really impressive discussion points from the girls. The company were very impre
with the girlds ability to speak their mi n
arguments by the cast who were still in character. The play was entirely sponsored by the Well
Trust.

Year 11 had a thought ful Activity day at th
area got a big thumbs up form all who managed to convince the door staff that they were entitle
enter. The Art installation that showed excerpts from discussion groups across the globe
particularly memorising as well as being a I

Maths Club

News from the National Cipher Challenge: Well done to Hanako Lowry, Siama Begum, Jade Dh3
and Denya Madadi, all in 9S, who won a £25 prize for taking part in this code breaking competitio

Maths Team Challenge: Our year 8 and year 9 girls are busy preparing for the Regi
Finals in the Maths Team Challenge, which will take place in March. Our team which will consis
two year 8 and two year 9 girls will be competing against schools from all across Birmingham!

Jaguar Cars Challenge has also had great success with our first ever race completed around
Monaco track 8 we | | done t o Lucy Hal e, Beth Jol
already know, Cars is software which models Formula 1 racing. We regularly have races in sc
as well as entering national competitions with JAGUAR, so lots of prizes to be won!

To take part in any of the above come to CR2 Wednesday lunch.
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Technology

On a very chilly and blustery afternoon, Miss Insch, Flora, the Technology team, Mr Allmark and Y
met at O6the bumpsd (or teletubby | and as it
celebration of National Tree Hanging Week. Trees were hung with stunning decorations create
Year 8 on their Activity Day in Technology. The decorations were made by Year 8 in groups which
promoted Ocddne bofr athendchool ds | earning hab
would be lovely to combine the heritage of the school, as it is Centenary year, with modern mate
and the tree hangings are made using some O
colourful plastics. Recycle, rase and rework are important issues for us to consider in Technolo
and pupils really experienced working with materials and turning them into new creative item
worth. The staff in Technology would like to say a big Thank You to the girls for making the sessio
the hanging so much fun.
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If you have been past the schoq
reception it is impossible to miss thg
biggest celebratory wreath the scho
has ever seen. This has been mag
using recycled materials in Textile
during the Year 8 Activity Day. Ea
form was given a different seaso
upon which to base their design idea
and then every girl used all he
creativity to produce an individug
piece. These were then combined wif
all of the other pieces into a hug
wreath.
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We were very lucky to have a designer/maker in school on the Year 8 Activity Day. Steven Cart
works locally using glass to create stained glass and contemporary glass works. This gave all ou
an opportunity to work with a material that they would possibly never work with again in schd
glass. The pupils planned their pieces by first generating ideas about what the school meant to th
They then designed and created individual glass pieces which have been taken to be fired and w

installed outside the science block as a permanent piece celebrating the heritage and creativity of
school. We look forward to showing you images and keeping you updated with
progress of this very exciting project. All pupils had the opportunity to also work on an individual
which will be returned in time for them to take home for Christmas. Big thanks to Hayley Collins
Adele Oliver who helped Steven Cartwright and Ms. Theakston during the busy sessions!
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History

THE ROTARY CLUB ODEMOCRACY FORUMS®G
LOWER SIXTH POLITICS AND UPPER SIXTH ECONOMICS

related matters. However, t he Quieghi bghfli mé d

consisted of:

Gisela Stuart- Labour MP for Birmingham Edgbaston
Sagid Javid Conservative MP for Bromsgrove
John Hemming Lib Dem MP for Birmingham Yardley

Mark Harrop- President of the Guild of Students, Birmingham University

public sector strikes, the planned rise in tuition fees and the ongoing investigation into phédreeking
at the News of the World. Each year prizes are awarded to the best three questions and we werg
proud of Zarah Sultanain the Upper Sixth who won first prizé£75 in book tokens!)for her question

prepared to compromise on in coalition.

returning shortly. The next time the pupils will see their heritage piece will be when it
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Every year schools and sixth form colleges in the greater Birmingham area are invited to take part in
this event. The first part of the programme involves all present taking part in a quiz on politically

t i

senior politicians, chaired by Ed Doolan of BBC WM. This year the panel

Students are invited to prepare questions relevant to politics, social and community issues. [The
answers often provide challenging followp debate. This year discussion focused on the economy,

on whether parties in future election campaigns should declare which policies they [are




KS3 HISTORY CLUB
MONDAY WEEK 19 12:20 d HISTORY ROOM

It has been a very exciting first term for the small but dedicated group of Year 8s
currently make up History Club. After successfully building a model of a Motte and Bailey Castle last

wvho
year

they have started this year focusing on the sct
girls ar e currently putting together a di spl

involved carrying out a range of research activities. This has included a talk from two former pupils o

f the

school, one was here in the 1940s, the other in the 1960s. We have also been pleased to welcome
Eleanor Bright and Bethan McGrath from the Lower Sixth as helpers this year. History Club is alwalys ot

the lookout for new members, so come along if you are a keen historian and want to find out more a
what we do!

Y9 HISTORY
COMMEMORATIVE PLATE COMPETITION

Girls were recently asked to design a commemorative plate as a way of reflecting on their work in Hi
|l essons this term. Some chose to emphasise t

bout

story

others chose to highlight the darker side, such as child labour in Britain and oppression in the colonies.
Each class selected four winners, one for each

with a panel of judges made up of members of the History department! We would particularly lik
congratulate Kirmjeet Kaur Ghag in 9P for her winning plate. The names of the runagrscan be found

bel ow. A selection of the girlsd work will so
9P 2Q

Melissa Torgbt Keller Juwairiyyah Walk Keller
Phoebe Hicksd Cavell Nabeela Parkard Cavell
Pavandeep Virdee Parks Martha Goshawkd Parks
Kirmjeet Kaur Ghag Astor Miriam Korsgen- Astor
9R 9S

Simran Sohal Keller Denya Madadk Keller
Niamh Lingd Cavell Hanako Lowry Cavell
Esme Phelpsd Parks Jade Dhaliwab Parks
Radeyah Anjun® Astor Quyen Trard Astor

Y9 ACTIVITY DAY
HISTORY AND ICT TRIP TO THE BLACK COUNTRY LIVING MUSEUM
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On Monday 14 November the History and ICT departments arranged for all of Year 9 to visit the Black

Country Museum in Dudley. They were treated to a tour of the underground coal mine, a lesson if
Victorian schoolroom and the opportunity to see the many houses and shops on the site. Since then
have been working on a O0historical empat hyo t
in the Black Country at the turn of the century and writing a story based on their experiendédsanwhile,
in ICT lessons girls have been creating websites to explain how the development of technology
changed the way we live our everyday lives. The museum trip gave them a real insight into life wi
television, computers, mobile phones, IPods etc! All girls were impeccably behaved on the day
several of our guides commented on their enthusiasm and interest.
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Religious Studies

In R.S this term, Year 8 have been taking part in a school competition as part of their studies.
included exploring a wide range of different cultures and their beliefs about how the world was creg
including both religious and non religious explanations. As part of this, they participated i
competition to produce a poster to show different creation stories. Here are a few examples f

Summayah Hammadou 8E, Charlotte Rainey 8G, Tessa Nixon 8G, Priya Appleby 8F and Fahima Haql
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Injury?
In RS this term, we have also been looking at justice
injustice. We have looked at many issues involving thi
including Amnesty International, a charitable organisati
that helps people who are trying to fight justice and prevent
human rights being abused. There were some cases that
stood out to us as a class. One was of a woman who
raped by the police and then put in prison. Some of the
reactions were that it wa
6t he reputation of women
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accused to give them hope.

Ellie Stanford 8E




Artii Canal side mural project

This term three A level students from year 13 have embarked on a public art project on the canal side
in central Birmingham. The project is in collaboration with British Waterways and HFC bank who are
sponsoring the venture. This undertaking has become an interesting and original method by whigh to
support ongoing coursework back in the classroom. The girls are also able to gain firsthand
experience of the often complex relationship between art and its audience helping them analyse [and

evaluate the contextual framework within which their work is placed. Although the girls |are

experiencing the effects of the British winter they are thoroughly enjoying this opportunity.




